Vou. I. 


Onatranooaa, TENN., SATURDAY, JULY 1, 1899. 


No. 81. 


THE LIGHT FROM ZION’S MOUNTAM. 


(By Mr. Durant.) 
“How the light from Zion’s mountain 
Clears the mists of error’s age; 
How its truths our fears assuage! 


Tempest-tossed, we * are certain 
Life’ Is a pleasan 


t span, 
Hoye every curtain 
ctured in the gospel plan. 


„Once again to every nation, 
Jesus opens wide the door; 

Here are truths that bring salvation, 
Preached and practiced as of yore. 


“Joyful tidi to the le 
From the high; 


Sweetest chimes from tower and, steeple | 


Ring: Redemption's drawing nig 
“Shine, thou light, with doubled splendor, 
Spread thy soothing, ul rings, 


Till the sun of Zion, tender, 
Rise, with healing in his wings!” | 


OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 
"Elder Osmer b. Flake, 


The subject of this sketch, Elder Os- 


mer D. Flake, was born in Beaver City, 
Utah. March 6, 1868. His grandfather, 
James M. Flake, first heard the Gos- 
pel fifty-seven years ago, and no sooner 
did he obey its precepts than the spirit 
of gathering came upon him and he pro- 
ceeded to Nauvoo, III. 

Elder Flake’s father walked across the 


plains in 1849 and settled in San Bernar- 
dino, Cal, Later the family returned to- 


Utah and engaged in the stock raising 
business. In 1877 they were called by 
President Brigham Younfi to settle in 
8 where they were subject to all 

er rivations of pioneer life. For six 
wad s barley was their only grain and 
had not the hand of Providence inter- 
ane, famine would have been upon 
them. 

Few white families resided in the state, 
so the children were deprived of the ad- 
vantages of education. Osmer had a 
great desire to attend school, but he was 
so busily employed tending the flocks 
and herds that his hopes did not mate- 
rialize until he was 17 years of age. 

He went to Beaver, did chores for his 
board, payed tuition by acting as jani- 
tor, and used the little money brought 
from home to buy books and clothing. 

At school he was noted for his size, 


| Snowflake Stake Academy, where he be- 


by all. Our union has been a ‘very pleas- 


rougeniality, — and studiousness, and was 


honored by being a student of the Beaver 
— Academy during its first academie 


"When: school closed he worked on the 
railroad in Utah and Colorado. Return- 
ing home he assisted in organizing the 


came both a teacher and pupil. 

In 1889 he attended the Brigham 
Young Academy at Provo, then returned 
home and assisted his father until 1893. 
Ot the important event of 1891 he 


ELDER OSMER D. FLAKE, 
President of the Mississippi. Conference. 


says: “On March 11th, I married Miss 
Elsie Owens, one of the noblest spirits 
God has permitted to come to this earth. 
She was widely known atid dearly loved 


ant one and four bright children have 
come to grace our home.“ 

Since choosing a helpmeet he has spent 
some time on the farm, at the saw mill 
and in the school room. When Navajo 
| county was created he became clerk of 
the court, the first “Mormon” to hold that 
position in the state. 

When the call came to leave his loved 
ones, he resigned his positions as coun- 
| ty clerk, and member of county board. 


On reaching Mississippi, December 23, 


1897, he had the privilege of spending his 
first night with relatives, in fulfillment 
of a promise made by a patriarch fifteen 
years previous. What adds to the 
strangeness of the incident, he had never 
heard from these relatives and knew of 
none save an aunt, his father’s: only sis- 
ter. 

As a missionary he has been successful. 
His ‘zeal and earnestness touch the 
hearts of those with whom he associates, 
and they listen to him as a man of God. 
The first three months of his missionary 
labors were spent in a county canvassing 
among the people. A call was made for 
an efficient cometial Elder, and Brother 
Flake was selected. 

The past fourteen months he has filled 
the positions respectively of second and 
first counsellor. His labors have given 
entire satisfaction and all feel sure he 
will prove a worthy successor to Presi- 
dent Condie. 


History of the Southern States I Mission. 


As a whole the work was more peace- 
ful in October. In two or three places 
turbulent feelings were existing toward 


the Elders and their friends. This was 


more especially true touching the senti- 
ments of those of Lewis county in the 
vicinity of Cane Creek. Threats were 
continually made against the people who 
had befriended the Elders in the recent 


trouble. This feeling of animosity be- 


came so intense that it was deemed wis- 
dom for Mr. Garrett, his family and sev- 
eral others, to leave that locality and set- 
tle elsewhere, so as to escape the ungod- 
ly actions of a few murderous ruffians. 

To leave meant to sacrifice nearly all 


their worldly goods. They could not take 
much with them, and their enemies would 


not pay half the actual value of the 
land and utensils. 
Thus, through having loved men of 


God, they were forced to dispossess 


themselves of their homes, forsake the 
land of their nativity and, though inno- 
cent of any crime, to flee for safety into 
a stranger’s land. 

Another part where disorder was felt 
was near Baird’s Mills, Wilson county, 
Tenn. In this vicinity mobs resorted to 
the garb of ku-klux and called at the 
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home of a brother and threatened the 
Mormons with death if they did not lea ve 
the state. Some two days after, when 
Elder Partridge was there, the mob 
called again and asked for the Elder to 
come out; he went out to them, and, 
when in their midst, found himself con- 
fronted with guns and 1 They tried 
to induce him to deny the Gospel and, 
when they failed in this, to get him to 
promise to leave the state, but all to no 
effect. Enraged at this the mob specified 

a time in which the Hider should leave, 
aan if he had not taken the warning by 
then, death would result. Every indica- 
tion pointed to the fulfillment of this 
thrent and, not desiring to endanger him- 
self needlessly, he acquiesced to the de- 
mands of the ruffians by leaving before 
the expiration of the time allotted. 

On the 30th, Elder Kimball, with 
Bro. J. M. Lancaster, went to Cane 
Creek where the latter lived, and made 
arrangements for those who had not left 
that vicinity, to go to Colorado with the 
November company. 

On the 13th of November quite a large 
company of Saints, under the care of 
ider B. H. Roberts left for Utah and 
Colorado, where they arrived in safety. 

During the absence of Elder Roberts, 
Elder J. G. Kimball again held the re- 
sponsibility of the Mission. In Novem- 
der all was quiet. A heated Presiden- 
tial campaign was on and this neutralized 
the excitement of the people. 

The affairs of the Mission continued 
quiet through December. Meetings were 
held without molestation and, with very 
few threats. 

Early in the month Elders Morgan and 
Roberts addressed a letter to President 
Wilford Woodruff, giving a brief ac- 
count of the situation in the Mission, the 
nature and character of the work being 
accomplished, and the opposition encoun- 
tered; asking the wishes of the brethren 
in authority relative to the continuation 
of the Mission work. 

This was duly submitted to the author- 
ities and a reply soon received. The 
views expressed were that, although 
much opposition was being felt, still 
there was no reason for discontinuing the 
work. References was made to the fact 
that many had not heard the Gospel and, 
although we had done our duty to the 
others of the south, those must be 
reached. Advice was given that all the 
brethren be cautioned to move conserva- 
tively in their work and to avoid all trou- 
ble. “When they persecute you in one 
city, flee into another,” was the instruct- 
ion relative to this subject. This com- 
munication was signed by Presidents 
John Taylor and George Q. Cannon. 

Letters were accordingly written to all 
conference presidents instructing them 
to open up new fields and encourage El- 
ders in the work. Thus the work ended 
for 1884. 


MY GUIDE. 


Written for The Star. | 
BY ELDER ALMA IVERSON. 
Alone to the woods I oft wander, 
And there, in the shag@of a 
I bow in most humble otion 
And ask for God's b ings so free. 


For the good and the bad I ask blessings, 
ray — o 
Je Zul de to the pure tA door. 
gon me hts on my home I oft center, 
8 the helm of my youth; 
God bless her, I ask in devotion 
What more could I ask for in truth? 
2 in the lone midst of temptation, 
names are su to m 
wite, my „ my child and my 
y enter, then satan must flee. | 


nicious ways,” 


secution said to His apostles; 


APOSTASY. 


APOSTLE I. M. F. COWLEY. 
Welliea For The Star. 

Having shown that many of the. an- 
cient Saints departed from the plan of 
salvation, we now. proceed to examine 
ag branch of the subject, namely: 

hal events in n wi 
the history of the church which e 
ple of God, 
former 


jred 
to overthrow. the peo 
the quotations made in the article 
which state that the love of 5 — 
waxed cold; many shall follow their: 
ete, it may be ed, 
What shall become of the few who were 


| Horton which t Prophets. I 
‘the ngs 0 en ets. Im- 
‘mediate revelation from Heaven has al- 


faithful? Did not they confer: the au- 


thority of heaven, upon a people 
remote corner of the earth? And from 
thence has it not continued with the true 
Church down to the present time?“ In 
answer to these queries we shall refer 


to the declaration contained in Holy 


Writ. 

When the Savior made His appearance 
in the flesh there were many religious 
denominations extant, some of which pro- 


in some 


fessed a firm belief in the Bible the Old 


Testament—notwithstanding the ancient 
prophets plainly foretold the birth and 
ministry of the Savior, the religious ele- 
ment bitterly opposed Him and denounced 
new revelation, as manifest through the 
Redeemer, as the masses of the human 
family always have done whenever the 
Almighty has introduced a new dispensa- 
tion of the Gospel. The Lord fully un- 
derstanding the result of this bitter ea 
n 
shall they deliver you up to be afflicted 
and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated 
of all nations for my name sake.’’—Matt. 
24-9. | 

The vile treatment to which the an- 
cient apostles were subject and the final 
martyrdom of many of them, is evident 
to all who has acquainted themselves 
with the history of those inspired men; 
but scriptural evidence as to their deal- 
ing in this respect is quite abundant. 
Mark says, 13th chapter, 9th verse: 
“But take heed to yourselves; for they 
shall deliver you up to the counsels; and 
in the synagogues ye shall be beaten, and 
ye shall be brought before rulers, and 
kings for my sake for a testimony against 
them.” Another witness to this testi- 
mony of our Savior has also left us the 
following: “And ye shall be betrayed 
* by parents, and brethren, and kins- 
olks, and friends, and some of you shall 
they cause to be put to death.“ We have 
then the testimony’ of these. witnesses 
bearing upon the same point. 

It is a remarkable fact that in all ages 
of the world when the Lord has com- 
mitted a dispensation of the to 


‘men upon the earth, that the Heavenly 


message has not only been rejected by 
the great majority of the human family, 
but the envy and hatred of many have 
been so excited as to instigate measures 
of violence against th 8 servants 
of the Lord. Especially is this true when 
applied to the religious element; more di- 
rectly to those who profess to be public 
instructors of the people. Notice the 
action taken by the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and other religious classes regarding the 
ancient Saints, for which the votaries 
of these sects were divided relative to 
points of doctrine and disagreed upon 


the writings of the Prophets, they com- 


bined their efforts to overthrow the chos- 
en people. The Savior, indicating the 
class who would imbue their hands in 
the blood of the Prophets, said, “These 
things have I spoken unto yu, that ye 


| should not be offended. They shall put 


you out of the synagogues; yea the time 


cometh that whosoever killeth you will 


think that he doeth God's service.“ John 
11 12. 


Now this could. 8 apply to the atheis- 


tie world, for that denies the existence 


of God. It could not. mean, the infi- 
del class for while they not deny the 
existence of a Supreme ng they dis- 


th | Avow all forms of worship... 


On the other hand we gee that the Sa. 


ni | vior's was directed to the re 
| ligious world, and from the facts of the 


to that 


case, it seems evially applicable 
which claimed to believe in 


ways come in contact with the vain tra- 
ditions and religious crafts of men, so 
that the strictest professors. ‘of religion 
were anciently, and are now ‘among the 
foremost in persecuting the ts and 
seeking to deprive them of the rights and 
privileges which other men enjoy. In 
connection with the evidence found in 
the Holy Seriptures on the part of the 
subject, the thousands of Latter Day 
Saints who have suffered by the hand of 
oppression in this dispensation of the 
Gospel, are living witnesses. | 

When the revelator, John, who was the 
last remaining of the quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles, on the eastern hemis- 
phere, was in banishinent upon the Isle 
of Patmos, he saw the image of a beast, 
representing a power that should arise in 
the earth, make war upon the Saints and 
overcome them. And they worshipped 
the dragon which gave power unto the 
beast, and they worshipped the beast, 
saying. who is like unto the beast? who 
is able to make war with him?’ And 
he opened his mouth in blasphemy 


| against God, to blaspheme His name, 


and His tabernacle, and them that dwell 
in heaven. And it was given unto him 
to make war with the Saints, and to over- 
come them; and power was given him 
over all kindreds, and tongues and na- 
tions.” This declaratien of the Scriptures 
is very broad, indicating ciearty that tlie 
Saints should be overcome, and the pow- 
er of. the beast so extensive as to cover 
all “kindred tongues and this 
leaving the people destitute of divine au- 
thority and bereft of the glorious plan 
of redemption. — 

By turning to the em chapter of 
Daniel we learn something with regard 
to the period of time when this power 
which made war with the Saints, and 
overcome them should flourish, in the 
earth. The metallic image which Neb- 
uchadnezzar saw in his dream consisted 
of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay, we 
are told in the interpretation given by 
Daniel the Prophet, representing several 
kingdoms, beginning with Babylon, which 
we learn from history flourished in the 
fifth and sixth centuries before Christ; 
and second, the Medo Persian govern- 
ment from about the year 530 to 331 B. 
C.; third, the Macedonian kingdom, found- 
ed by Alexander the Great, from 331 B. 
O., to 161 B. C.; fourth, the Roman em- 
pire established in 161 B. C. flourished 
until 483 A. D. This last named gov- 
ernment was represented in the metallic 
image by the two legs of iron, which re- 
semble very much the two divisions of 
the Roman Empire, the one having its 
seat of government at Rome, the other 
at Constantinople, these subsequently 
subdivided into the petty governments 
of modern Europe, having in them the 
elements of strength and weakness, as 
indicated by the feet and ives of the 
image, which were part of iron and part 
of clay. It will be discovered by the 
dates given above that it was during the 
time of the Roman Empire that our 
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Lord and Savior was born Siti the world. 
As early as the banishment of the Apos- 
tle John, about 96 A. D., we discovered 


that the apostles forming the chief quor- 


um of 


officers in the church of Christ 


had nearly all been martyred. We are 
informed in Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical In. 


stitutes that 70 years A. D. V 


espasian 
and his son Titus, besieged the city of | 
Jerusalem. with an army, destroyed the 


city and the temple, and slew many of 
the inhabitants, this event having been 
predicted by the Savior, and recorded in 
Matthew XXIV. 

In speaking of this power that should 
destroy the Saints, Daniel the Prophet, 
says, “And he shall speak great words 
against the most High and shall wear out | 
the Saints of the most High.“ We might 
illustrate how literally these prophecies 
were verified, by the following example. 
Previous to the late civil war in the 
American union the south organized a 
republican form of government, with 
the requisite officers to constitute such 
a government. In a short time however, 
the northern states engaged in war with 
the south and overcame them, so that the 
confederacy of that section, ceased to 
exist. Suppose a stranger should visit 
the south at the present time and in- 
quire of some person in that region of 
country, if they still have a republic en- 
tirely independent of the north, and on be- 
ing answered: “We have,” the visitor 
queries, “Where is your President?“ 
“Well, he is done away with, because 
no longer needed.” He is next asked, 
“Where is your vice President?’ “Oh, 
we have none.” Where is your con- 
gress?” “Well that was dissolved long 
ago; and has not existed since.“ Pray, 
then,” says the stranger, “what have you 
left?” Well, we have a judge, and a 
policeman, besides the book, which gives 
a history of 885 officers, which you en- 


quire about.“ 
Such answers, however absurd and 


inconsistent, are very similar to those 
offered by the religious world of today, 


away: the word oft the Lord will never 


Written for The Southern Star. 


as written in the Bible, Book of Mor- 
mon, Doctrine and Covenants, and all 
the Holy Scriptures, and as delivered 
through the Prophets of God who now 
live in the midst the Saints, for 
though ‘Heaven earth shall pass 


Branch Conference at Bristol, Fis. 
By Elder G. W. Skidmore. 


Preparations for conference with the 
Kristol Saints having been thoroughly 
effected, many hearts were made to re- 
joice over the expected pleasures. On 
June 10 and 11, 1899, those hopeful 
hearts of Elders and Saints realised a 
more extended gladness in the actuali- 
ties of spiritual blessings from the Spirit 
God. 
All the proceedings passed off smooth- 
The branch officers were sustained. 
Feelings of good will and brotherhood 
were evinced. The floral-scented atmos- 
phere so characteristic of this land 
seemed to rejoice in carrying upon its 
ga the tones of Gospel peace and 
urity 

Elders Mark E. Kartchner, Jr., W. H. 
Staples, W. N. Eldridge and G. W. 
Skidmore were present. 

Attention was directed to the children 
on Sunday forenoon. An excellent pro- 
gram was rendered, conducted by Sun- 
day School Superintendent M. E. Kartch- 
ner, Jr. Much credit is due the Sunday 
school officers and members of Bristol 
Branch; but their unbounded success 
stands better as congratulations. It is 
consoling to know that there the children 
are being brought up with an under- 
standing of the true Compe of our Sa- 
vior. 
Conference was held in a neat build- 
ing of our own, which bespeaks the en- 
terprise of our members and friends at. 
Bristol. We are proud to record in the 
history of our work the joys of this con- 
ference and are now looking forward to 


_ predictions of the Prophets relating to 
the past have been so literally verified, it | Hakes, 
should promote in the hearts of the peo- | die, Mississippi; have been e re- 


ee leased to return home. 


who claim to have the church of Christ | the next mile post in our journey when 
but when asked, where are your Apos- we can gladly —_ “Tis Conference 
tles, they answer, We have none, they're Again.” 


done away with.” Have you Proph- 
ets?’ “Oh, no!” They are no longer 
needed. Do the members of your church 


enjoy the gifts of the Holy Spirit that 
Mississippi Conference, received the sad 


“Certainly not, they have passed away news of the death of his 3-year-old baty. 
The death was very sudden. 


Jesus promised should follow believers?” 


centuries ago, and we have no occasion 
for them now.” Well then, what have 


you left?“ Whz we have a pastor, and Ky., who passed away June 18, was born 


Nov. 30, 1837. . 
books sae Eien: nn of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 


Day Saints July 1, 1894, and has been 
den Ä sce agen condi- a faithful worker to the day of her death. 


a deacon, and then we have the good 
officers that yon mention.” 


tion of affairs that we have briefly de- 
scribed, that at some period in the past, 


the Church of Jesus Christ was taken | Deseret News. 


from the earth and the human family 


left without the plan of salyation. The ern States Mission, telegraphs President 
prophecies we have quoted show, first, Lorenzo Snow from Hammondsport, 
that such an event was to transpire some | Steuben county, New York, that Elder 


time in the future; secondly, about the | Hiram R. Hamson, of Oxford, Idaho, was 
accidentally drowned Tuesday while 


period of time in which many of thesé 


predictions were verified, and thirdly, | bathing in Kenka Lake. 
the means or power by which the Saints | was born in Brigham City February 3, 
were overcome. 1880, 

There are other prophecies contained | and Eliza Collins Beckstead. He was 
in the Bible, which plainly show that the | set apart as a missionary to the eastern 
results of the ancient apostacy would be | states July 7, 1897. He held the priest- 
universal, and continue in the earth un- | hood of a seventy. 


til a certain period in the history of the 
human family, which will, with other |. 
items, form the subject matter of an- 
other article on this subject. 


As 112 1 Florida; J. N. Hooper, Georgia; J 
N. Jensen, East Tennessee; C. R. 


THE DEAD. 
Elder E. R. DeWitt, laboring in the 


Sister Matilda Yates, of Henderson, 
She became a member 


Mormon Elder Drowned. 


President W. H. Smart of the East- 


Elder Hamson 


was the son of Hirman Hamson 


1 Joseph Skeen, North Alabama; 
H. Wall, North Carolina; James H 


Frank Snow, Thomas R. Con- 


Reader in Loulslans. 
By ALDA BRIGGS. 


To The Star. 
Mill, La., June 22, 90.— Be- 
ing a reader of The Star I take pleasure 

in giving it words of encouragement. 
We have a small Sunday school here 
at Red Rock, but it is progressing nice- 
ly. We have some persecution to en- 
dure but that does not cause us to neg- 
lect our duties to God, on the other hand, 
it strengthens us, for we know our re- 
ward is sure if we live faithful to the 
end. I send my best wishes to all the 
Saints and readers of The Star, and pray 
that God will bless you all, and grant 
that The Star will prove beneficial to all 
who read it. 
I have been a member of the church 
over two years and can testify that the 
Saints receive the blessings that were 
enjoyed anciently. I feel thankful that 
I had the privilege of embracing’ the 
true Gospel and wish that all the world 
could see the light. 
I enjoy reading The Star and learn a 
— deal regarding the work in the 
sout 


The following letter from Mrs. H. M. 
Dayley, of Middlesborough, testifies that 
signs continue to follow the believer to- 
day, as they did anciently: 

“Dear Sir: I would be thankful if 
you would give me a small space in the 
Star to bear my humble testimony to the 
signs 9 the believers, as it might 
be the means of leading others to believe 
in the true and living God, and to know 
that He has duly appointed servants on 
the earth in this day. 

“I was taken very ill with the pneu- 
monia, and my doctor thought I would 
not be able to receover. The r was 
gece in attendance and did the best he 

w how. A friend that belongs to the 
Latter-day Saints called on me, and he 
asked if I would like to be administered 
to by the servants of As I did not 
belong to the church I did not like to 
trouble them, but my friend gave me to 
understand that it would not be any trou: 
ble to them, so I consented, believing in 
God our Eternal Father, knowing He 
has dominion over heaven and earth, and 
if these were His servants, I miwght be 
healed through them. were three 
elders of Israel called on the same éve- 
ning, the 8th day of January. They had 
prayer, then anointed me with oil, and, 
with the blessings of God through those 
servants, I was restored to my wonted 
health. My doctor could not believe his 
own eyes the next —— 

“T have, above all others, to thank God 
for His favors and blessings bestowed 
— opened the heavens and revealed 

is mind and will unto mankind, and 
that His blessin are bestowed u 
those who will yield obedience to is 

ing and will believe in His servants 
— 5 the true principles of 

vine gospel. I have since joined the 

eek knowing they teach the true prin- 
ciples of the gospel, and I k God that 
I was led to know the servants of God: 
and I would that every one should inves. 
tigate the teachings of the 
Saints for themselves, and they will 
know whether it be the doctrine of man 
or the teaching of God. 


Yours espectfully, 
“MRS. H. M. DAYLEY.” 


The following named elders have been 
appointed to labor in the various confer- 
ences as follows: 

Lewis I. Jenkins, Liverpool; Arthur A. 
Woods, Christian Christensen, and Wn. 
B. Armstrong, | Manchester; George Bow- 
man, and Gardner, Glasgow; 
Fred B. Williams and Martin C. Rigby. 
‘Newcastle; Jos. F. Smith, Jr., Notting- 
ham; Daniel H. Robison. Birmingham; 
Wm. B. gh rish: J. Richards Smith, 

. Gold and 


Leeds; 
White, 


— 


Fa 


* 


— 


x 


* 


* 


— we 


* 


— 243 
hn 
*18- | 
ce : 
: | 
he 
is- | 
* 
IA - | 
| e- | 
he 
at 
in 
il- 
a- 
80 
on 
1e | 
d 
d 
n 
e 
f 
é 
7 
| 
* 
‘ 
1 
— | 
* 


either eliminate or reject 


— 


Published Weekly by Southern States Mission, Church 
of Je Christ: of Letter Dey Saints, 
Chattancogs, Tenn. 


Per year . . $1.50 
Terms ef Subscription months . 78 
(In Advence) Three months § 40 


Single Copies, 5 Cents. 


and desiring 

former as well 

letter. 

Entered at the Post Office at Chattanooga, Tenn., as 
second clase matier. 


papers c 
as present ad : 


— 


field is solicited. Give name and address, or articles 
will be rejected. Write on one side of paper only 
when sent for publication. We reserve the nght to 
any communication sent in. 
Address Box 103. 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 1899. 


ARTICLES OF FAITH 
OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
 LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


* 


ili 


FLORIDA PREACHERS 6° Florida Phil- 
: osopher, an in- 
dependent sheet 


published at 
Crescent City, is constantly defending the 
Elders against their maligners. It does not 
fear public sentiment, but with candor ad- 
vocates religious tolerence. In a recent 
issue we observed the following: 3 
“Some preachers are down on the Mor- 
mons because they regard the Book of 
Mormon a fiction, but they are unable to 
prove that it is. Joseph Smith claims to 
have translated it from ancient plates 
pointed out to him by the angel Moroni, 


- but no one has been able to disprove this. 


If it can be proved to be a fiction it 
should receive merited condemnation, the 
same as any other work of the kind. It 
should be investigated without prejudice, 
as it seems plausible and an improbable 
fiction. The Mormons believe is to be 


im the nature of persecution. 


or | against another. 


evil.“ 


true, and eleven witnesses testified to hav- 
ing seen the plates, which resembled gold 
and were written in ancient characters. 
The Mormon religion is not based on the 
Book of Mormon, as there is nothing in 
it upon which to base a religion apart 
from the Bible. The Mormon Church 


has gone right on increasing, notwith- | 


standing its bitter persecutions, and it 
does seem that it would have gone down 
long ago under the severe strain if it had 
not been a genuine church. It behooves 
the people to thoroughly investigate be- 
fore they condemn. The lessons of sa- 
cred history teach liberality and tolera- 
tion in religion, and condemn everything 
We have 
before us the lessons of the persecutions 
of the prophets, the early Christians, and 
later those of one sect of Christians 
Persecution is one of 
the greatest sins on earth: It should be 
remembered too that this day the great 
majority of the Jews do not believe in 
the religion of Jesus Christ.“ 

This paper is only 50 cents a year and 
we recommend it to people who desire to 
be fair. 


72 often do we hear of 


IGRORANCE. preachers saying, We 
do not care to encour: 
age Mromons and Mormonism in our midst, 
the presence of both is debasing; you are 
an ignorant, deluded people.” 

This accusation against a God-fearing 
people is not original with the preachers 
of today. The serpent told Eve that God 
was mistaken when he said they would 
die if they partook of the forbidden 
fruit, “ye shall not surely die for God 
doth know that in the day ye eat there- 
of, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods knowing good and 
Noah was a special messenger, 
yet he did not enjoy the congeniality due 
him as a servant of the living God. The 
prophets Esekiel, Jeremiah, and Isaiah 
were sent to reprove the world for their 
sins; teaching them how they might es- 
cape the calamities that were to come. 
Notwithstanding this; even children spoke 
lightly of them. 7 

In the days of Caesar, Rome was at the 
zenith of her. glory: The Romans were 
polytheists and with them the religions 
of the world found favor, but when 
Christ was born the same old cry of 
the self-righteous was heard, and the 
path of the Nazarene was strewn with 
thorns; for His humility He was ridi- 
culed, for loving his fellowman he. was 
despised; because he was the Son of God 
He was crusified. Can we expect other 
than that the inveigh against godliness, 
first heard in Eden, perpetuated through 
out the days of the prophets, to which 


also the Son of God was made a subject ' 


of reproach, should be raised against the 
church of God today? Reason unites with 
history in its response, No. | 

We do not claim perfection—we do not 
claim to be the only recipients of divine 
favor, we do not boast of worldly wis- 
dom, nor do we claim to be the only ones 
for whom such advice as,“ ask and ye 
shall receive, seek and ye shall find. 
knock and it shall be given unto you,” 
was imparted. Elders in the southern 
states are constantly being asked such 
questions as: Didn't Brigham Young 
have 800 wives? How many places are 
there in the wall around Utah through 
which a person may escape?—How long 
did it take you to cross the ocean Tou 
all must have been over here some time 
to learn the language so well? Don’t you 
have to serve five years in the army be- 
fore coming out to preach?—“You’ens” 


could either come here and preach or 
go to prison, what crime did you commit 
that caused them to send you out, you 
don’t look like a bad man?—Why do 
women go to Utah; I wouldn't want 
to go there and be a slave. Td rather 
stay here where I have freedom. 
Elders are not the only ones asked for 
advice on these general topics. Mayor 
Watkins, of Chattanooga, received the 
following communication as published in 
Chattanooga Times June ‘24. 


Dear Sir:—i want to know the Mor- 
mene gesentry and if it Posble that the 
mormen has 7 wives. What ther biss- 
enss. Also I wish to know What kind 
of Peopple tha are. Whether good peop- 
ple of note. i wish to Heare from you 
soon. Very respectfully. 


People who live in glass houses should 
not throw stones. Before you condemn 
‘us, “remember that opposition and cal- 
umny are often the brightest tributes 
that vice and folly can pay to virtue and 
wisdom. The ‘commendation of some 
men justly excite suspicion, and their 
censure is equivalent to a certificate of 
good character.” 


IMPORTANT TO [“LDERS who have re. 
ceived notice, or who 


THE ELDERS, 

in the future may re- 
ceive notice that their releases are to be given 
them upon a certain date, should bear in 
mind that we must have at least ten days no- 
tice of the point to which they expect 
their releases and tickets sent. 

We have been very careful in instruct- 
ing Elders upon this subject, but they 
have been careless in following our ad- 

. If our counsel in this matter is to- 
tally ignored in the future it is liable tu 


essary expense. 

When we notify an Elder through his 
conference president or direct from this 
office of his contemplated release, ask- 
ing him to closely follow instructions 
mentioned above, and then hear abso- 
lutely nothing from him until the date 
for his departure, it is very aggravating 
indeed to receive a telegram which gives 
us the first intimation of his whereabouts, 
and asking why we have not sent his re- 
lease. Sometimes patience ceases to be a 
virtue and our brethren must not be of- 
fended if in the future we answer Elders 
sending messages of this kind by instruct- 
ing them to teturn to their fields of la- 
bor until they become thoroughly con- 
verted. 

Hiders calling at postoffices for their 
mail, when expecting their releases should 
not neglect inquiring at the paper win- 
dow, because, while we pay letter post- 
age upon releases, on account of them 
being sent out in tubes, they are some- 
times placed with the mail matter deliv- 
ered from the paper box window. 
- When Biders are ordering hats or 
other bulky articles, and do not find 
them at the postoffice, they should also 
inquire at the express office, because 
sometimes it is safer and cheaper to send 
them by express. If our Elders ‘will 
study the advice given above, they will 
meet with less disappointments and we 
will not meet with so many aggravations. 

BEN E. RICH. 


Great care should be taken by confer- 
ence presidents in reporting the work of 
the Diders. In recording books sold, keep 
the Book of Mormon’ separate. Books 
Sold means all the books that have been 
sold. 6 V. of W. and 2 B. of M. are 


8 books sold, and it should be. spe 
that two are B. of M. 


cost our Elders many dollars in unnec 
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| an FOR THE NATIONS. 

| (Continued from Page 240.) 

150 prineipal subsequent events of 
President Young’s long, prosperous and 
comparatively peaceful career—omitting 
his multitudinous and incessant labors of 
exploring, colonizing, city and temple 
building, founding of home industries, es- 
tablishment of foreign and local mis- 
sions, Indian missions, HE. etc., may 
thus be summarized: 

(1) The organization of ‘the Territory 
of Utah by act of congress approved 
September 9, 1850, and the appointment 
of Brigham Young as by Pres- 
ident Milliard Fillmore. (2) The first 
public promulgation of the 1 of 
plural marriage, at a conference held at 
Salt Lake City, Sunday, August 25, 
1852. (3) The laying of the corner- 
er ag of the Salt Lake Temple, April 6, 

(4) The placing of Utah under 
* law by proclamation of Governor 
Brigham Young, issued September 15, 
1857, in which the United States troops, 
under Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston, then 
on the march for Utah, were forbidden 
to enter Salt Lake valley; an act supple- 
mented by the concentration of the mil- 
itia in Decho canyon to repel the invaders, 


and the subsequent peaceable adjustment. 
of the difficulties hetween Utah and the 


general government. (5) The comple- 
tion of the Overland Telegraph line to 
Salt Lake City, September, 17, 1861; the 
first telegrams east and west being ‘sent 
by President Brigham Young next day. 
Among the first messages he transmitted 
was one to President Abraham Lincoln, 
announcing: “Utah has not seceded, but 
is firm for the constitution and the laws.” 
(6) The approval by President Lincoln, 
July 2, 1862, of an act passed by con- 
gress prohibiting polygamy in the Ter- 
ritories, a law regarded by the Saints as 
unconstitutional. (7) The opening of 
the Deseret Telegraph line between Salt 
Lake City and Ogden December 1, 1866, 
followed by, the extension of this the pi- 
oneer local line all over the Territory. (8) 
The convening of the first Church Con- 
ference held in the great Mormon Tab- 
ernacle, just completed at Salt Lake City 
and capable of containing ten thousand 
people, October 6, 1867. (9) The organ- 


ization: of Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile 


Institution, with Brigham Young as its 
president, Oct. 16, 1868. (10) The com- 
pletion of the great Pacific railroad, by 
the junction of the Union Pacific and 
Central Pacific roads at Promontory, 
Utah, May 10, 1869. (11) The con- 

struction of the first railroad, ground 7 
which was broken by Brigham Toung, 
president of the Utah Central railroad 
eompany, at Ogden, May 17, 1869, and 
the ast opike driven by him at Salt Lake 
City, January 10, 1870. (12) A discus 
sion upon the subject “Does ‘the Bible 
Sanction. Polygamy?’ between Orson 
‘Pratt, one of the Twelve Apostles of pe 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Saints, and Dr. John P. Newman, pee 
lain of the United States senate, August 
12, 13 and 14, 1870, in the Tabernacle, 


for Palestine, where they dedicated the 


land for Me return of the Jews and the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem; duplicating a 
mission perfected by Apostle Orson Hyde 
about thirty years before. (14) The or- 
ganization of the United Order, with 
Brigham Young as its president, May 
9, 1874, followed 12 a few years, after 
a portion of the 
by another discontinuance. (15). 

imprisonment of President Young in the 
Utah penitentiary, by order of Chief Jus- 


Saints had practiced it, 
The 


tice James B. McKean, for alleged con- 


tempt of court in failing to pay alimony 
to Ann Hlisa Webb Young, one of the 
president’s plural wives to whom the 
judge in his anti-Mormon zeal had given 
the status of a legal wife, and who was 
suing for divorce with alimony pendente 
lite. The imprisonment, which was only 
for twenty-four hours, created a. great 
sensation, and brought about the down- 
fall of Judge McKean. (16) The meet- 
ing of President Brigham Young and 
President Ulysses S. Grant—the first ex- 
ecutive of the nation to visit Utah—at 
Ogden, October 3, 1875. (17) The dedi- 
cation of the. ‘St. George Temple—the 
first temple erected lhiy the Sains since 


they left Nauvoo—January ist and April 


6th, 1877.. (18)President Young died at 
Salt Lake City August 29th, 1877. 
President John Taylor. 

John Taylor, President of the Twelve 
Apostles, was Brigham Young’s success- 
or as President of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints: As such 
he took the reins of government on Oct. 
10, 1880, at the regular semi-annual con- 
ference of the Church. He chose as his 
counselors Apostles George Q. -Cannon 
and Joseph F. Smith, who were destined 
to hold the same relative positions in the 
two succeeding administrations. John | 
Taylor was virtually the head of the 
Church from the day of Brigham Young's 
death, and it was during the interim be- 
tween that event and the reorganization 
of the First Presidency that some of the 
most important events of his period took 
place. Among them may be mentioned 
the trial of Elder George Reynolds for 
polygamy, a test case in which the Su- 
preme Court of the United States to 
which the defendant, after his conviction 
in the lower courts, had appealed—decid- 
ed Jan. 6, 1879, the constitutionality of 
the anti-polygamy act, which since 1862 
had been a dead letter. The Miles polyz- 
amy .case—the spark that kindled the 
great anti-Mormon agitation that led to 
the enactment of the Edmunds law—also 
had its inception at that time. Then 
came the Mormon Jubilee, in which the 
Church celebrated its fiftieth anniver- 
sary. Ata great gathering in the Tabér- 
nacle July 24, 1880, twenty-five nation- 
alities were represented. namely, the 
United States. American Indians. Cana- 
da, Hawaii, Holland. Germany. France, 
Spain, Switzerland, Italy, South Africa, 
Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Iceland, 
Schleswig-Holstein, Russia, Ancient Brit- 
ain, England, Ireland. Scotland, Wales, 
Isle of Man, British India, and Austra- 
lia. Ranged under a banner bearing the 
inscription, “I will gather you out from 
all nations,” these nationalities—each 
represented by a man and a woman— 
stood in line facing the vast congrega- 
tion, while the snowy-haired President of 
the Church, arising in his place, said: 


“The Lord commanded His servants to 


go forth to all the world to preach the 
Gospel to every creature. We have not 
yet been to all the world, but here are 
twenty-five nations represented today, 
and thus far we have fulfilled our mis- 
sion.” He expressed the determination 
of the servants of God to continue 
preaching the Gospel until all the world 
had heard it and the mission entrusted 
to them had been completely fulfilled. 
The outside missions of the Church, in- 


eluding the Stakes of Zion, now num- 


most of the 


ber fourteen. com 
personne! of 


countries of the world. 


the Council of the Apostles under Pres- 


ident Taylor’s administration was as fol- 


lows: ‘Wilford Woodruff, President; 
Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus 
Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Brigham 
Young, Albert Carrington, Moses Thatch- 
er, Francis M. Lyman, John Henry 
Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant. 
William B. Preston succeeded Edward 
Hunter as Presiding Bishop of the 
Church. It was during President Tay- 
lor’s time that the Logan and Manti 
Temples were completed and dedicated. 


The crowning event of his checkered 
career was the great anti-Mormon ers- 
sade under the Edmunds act of 1869, and 
the Edmunds-Tucker law of 1887, which 
from 1887 to 1890 filled all Utah with 
gloom and caused the Church to weep 
bitter and even bloody tears. During 
that period the Territory was raked from 
one end to the other as with a sharp- 
toother harrow, and men and women 
were tortured, mentally if not physically, 
to an extent almost unbearable. The ex- 
chequer of the Federal courts was swol- 
len to repletion from fines collected in 
polygamous cases, and the penitentiary 
was crowded with convicts for conscience 
sake. In Utah, Idaho and Arizona near- 
17 six hundred convictions under the anti- 
polygamy statutes testified to the rigor 
of the crusade and the sincerity of the 
Mormon people—about two per cent. of 
whom practiced polygamy—in this cru- 
cial test of their integrity. Scarcely a 
man, and not one woman—for women 
and children were imprisoned also-- 
weakened under the terrible strain 
brought to bear by the iron hand of the 
Federal government through its local rep- 
resentatives, and purchased immunity 
from persecution by “a promise to obey.” 
Among those who went to prison rather 
than be false to his convictions and 
pledge obedience to a law aimed directly 
at a pfinciple of his religion, was Apos- 
tle Lorenzo Snow. Apostle George Q. 
Cannon (whose seat in congress had 
been declared vacant upon the enactment 
of the Edmunds law) and Apostle Fran- 
cis M. Lyman were also imprisoned for 
like cause. Scores of other Elders— 
among the most reputable men in the 
community—were likewise incarcerated, 
and nearly all the Church leaders were 
driven into exile. The settlements of the 
Saints in Mexico and Canada were great- 
ly strengthened by emigrations from 
Utah and Arizona during this troubled 
period. President John Taylor died in 
exile, July 25, 1887, a martyr to his re- 
ligious convictions, which he would not 
and could not surrender. 

President Wilford Woodruff. 


With President Woodruff’s advent into 


power came, in September, 1890, the 
Manifesto, discontinuing the practice of 
plural marriage. Times had changed, 
and the Lord now directed His people, 
who had made so many sacrifices, to sub- 


mit to the Jaw of the land and leave the 


issue with Him. They obeyed. An era 
of good feeling ensued. Mormons and 
Gentiles affiliated socially, politically, 
and were friendly as never before. The 
old political linese, on which a long and 
bitter fight had been waged between the 
People’s party and the Liberal party, 
were obliterated, and the citizens gener- 
ally, regardless of past prejudices and 
affiliations, divided on national party 
lines as Democrats and Republicans. As 
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an appropriate capstone to the temple of 
peace and patriotism thus reared, Utah— 
a Territory since 1850—on Jan. 4, 1896, 
was admitted into the Union as a State. 
Further acts of grace on the part of the 
Federal government were the pardon by 
Presidents Harrison and Cleveland, in 
successive proclamations, of all polygn- 
mists, and the return, by act of congress, 
of the Mormon Church property confis- 
cated under the operation of the Ed- 
munds-Tucker law. 

Prior to the dedication of the Salt 
Lake Temple, April 6, 1893; President 
Woodruff permitted, in fact, invited a 
concourse of non-Mormon citizens to 
pass through the sacred building and in- 
spect its furniture and equipment; a priv- 
ilege unprecedented, and a courtesy much 
appreciated by the whole Gentile com- 
munity. The Temple, which had been 
forty years in building, and had cost 
nearly three and a half million dollars, 
was dedicated with solemn and impres- 
sive ceremonies, repeated from day to 
day until thirty-one meetings had been 
hid and 75,000 Latter Day Saints hal 
witnessed the services. 

In the fall of the same year President 
Woodruff and his counselors accompa- 
nied the Tabernacle choir to the World’s 
Fair at Chicago, where that famous 
body of singers competed with the 
trained choristers of Wales and other 
countries, and bore off the second prize 
in the contest. At the World’s Parli:- 
ment of Religions, held during the great 
Exposition, the Latter Day Saints were 
denied representation ; an exhibition of 
religious bigotry in poor keeping with the 
avowed purpose for which the great con- 
vention had been called. 

President Woodruff’s crowning act was 
the unveiling at Salt Lake. City, July 
20, 1897, of the. monument erected to the 
memory of. Brigham Young and the Pi- 
oneers: the initial event of the Utah Pio- 
neer Jubilee, a five days’ festival con- 
memorative of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the arrival of the Mormon Pioneers in 
Salt Lake valley. The aged Pioneer and 
President—a man universally beloved for 
his honest and guileless nature—died at 
San Francisco, Cal., Sept. 2, 1898, while 
on a visit for his health to the coast. The 
Council of the Apostles at this time stood 
as follows: Lorenzo Snow, President; 
Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, 
Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, 
George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John 
W. Taylor, Mariner W. Merrill, Anthon 
H. Lund, Matthias F. Cowley. Abraham 
O. Woodruff. 

President Lorenso Snow. 

The First Presidency was almost im- 
mediately reorganized. President Loren- 
zo Snow, the present Prophet, Seer and 
Revelator, beginning his administration 
on the 13th of September, 1898. Eighty- 
five years of age, but with powers of 
mind and body unimpaired—the reward 
of a virtuous and absteminous life—he 
has taken hold of the helm of the Church 
with a strong and steady hand, reminis- 
cent of the days when Brigham Young— 
of whom, as well as of the martyred 
Prophet, Lorenzo Snaw was ever an ar- 
dent admirer and faithful follower—stoodl 
at the wheel of the good ship Zion, di- 
recting and shaping under divine guid- 
ance its destinies. He comes to the front 
at a time when he is manifestly the man 
for the hour. His ability and experience 


& 


as a financier—one of the main pillars of 
the United Order in the past—are inval- 
uable to the Church at the present period. 
His first measures have been largely of 
a financial character, to relieve the 
Church of the heavy burden under which 
it has struggled ever since its finances 
were crippled by the confiscation of its 
property under the operations of the Ed- 
munds-Tucker act. That he will succeed 
in leading it out of financial bondage, 
there is every reason to believe, and that 
under his wise and efficient leadership 
continued success, temporally and spir- 
itually, awaits the work of God, no Lat- 
ter Day Saint can doubt. Triumph an‘ 
glory are decreed for it. No failure 
awaits what the world has nicknamed 
Mormonism. It will fulfill its mission. 
Israel will be gathered, Zion redeemed, 


and earth prepared for the coming of her 


King. Zion, predestined to be “the joy 
of the whole earth,” will ever have an 
attraction for the nations. 
peace is extended to all the world. 
Ephraim, the Pioneer of Israel, has lifted 
up “an ensign on the mountains;” “to it 
shall the Gentiles seek; and his rest shail 
be glorious.” 


To Whom is Free Speech Granted ? 


By Bilder D. H. Smith. 
Written for The Southern Star. 

On May 13, the day set apart for pay- 
ing respects to the brave who have 
passed beyond the scenes of mortality. a 
large body of people had assembled in 
a Kentucky city. A program had been 
prepared for the occasion, and among 
the parts to be rendered were speeches 
by various congressmen of Kentucky. 


One of the principal themes dwelt upon. 


by two of the speakers was the wonder- 
ful religious liberty accorded citizens of 
this republic; how that all people were 
privileged to speak for themselves. aud 
receive E respectful hearing. 

Among the crowd were two humble 
“Mormon” Elders. No doubt, as the 
speaker proceeded, they had refl2ctions 
of the times in their labors when they 


had been refused the priv‘lege of even 


addressing the people in their homes, not 
mentioning their places of public wor- 
ship. ‘These two servants of God had 
gone into the town that morning in fast- 


ing and prayer, with the desire of ad- 


dressing the people upon the principles 
which, if obeyed, would exalt mankind 
to a higher plane of intelligence and, in 
the eternal world, to the celestial glory 
of God 

That afternoon those same men of 
God visited the pastor of the Baptist 
church to obtain his consent for them to 


use his church in which to address the 


people upon the doctrine of Jesus Christ. 
A heated discussion followed; the peo- 
ple passing heard the talking and stopped 
to hear what was being said. Instead of 
verifying the words of the speakers of 
the morning, the preacher brought railing 
accusations against the Elders, refusing 
them the use of the house. On being 
asked what his reasons were for thts 
turning the servants of God from his 
synagogue, his reply was that they were 
not the servants of God, but of the devil. 
He was told that the Jews thought the 
same thing of the servants of God#in the 
days of Christ. 


He was then asked if he could dis- 


prove anything they were teaching from 
the scriptures, and he said he could. 

Instead of taking up the principles of 
the Gospel, he accused them of preach- 


ing polygamy. 


Her hand of 


The Elders asked him | 


if. which. he ‘hed 
said, and err of answering the ques- 
tion, he asked, “Well, what are you here 
for, then, if it is not to gain influence 
over the feminine sex?” As he said this 
one of the Elders was seen to lift his 
hand and, pointing to the heavens, clear- 
ly declared, “We are here in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Master. 
to proclaim His Gospel. We are here 
fulfilling the words of the Savior when 
He said, “They will turn you out of their 
synagogues’” Then turning to the peo- 
ple, he continued: ‘We are here to bear 
our testimonies to the truthfulness of 
our message and to say -unto all men, 
‘Repent, for the conten of the Lor I is 
nigh.’. Our testimony is that Joseph 
Smith, of whom all things evil are said, 
was a Prophet of God.“ 

The only place from which we could 
declare the Gospel was the corner of a 
street. There we proclaimed in boldness 
the purpose of their mission, speaking 
upon the principles of the Gos 


wh with all the freedom of speech ac- 
corded the American citizen, the servants 
of God sometimes find themselves de- 
prived of that privilege. Little do the 
people of this class realize that in refus- 
ing the humble “Mormon” Elders the 
privilege of speaking, they turn those 
away who hold the keys to unlock unio 
them the door of salvation. : 


AMONG THE ELDERS. 


Elders J. N. Hoopes and G. F. Cor- 
nish, who are laboring in Jefferson coun- 
ty, Georgia, are having many interesting 
experiences in their rounds of preaching 
the Gospel. One of the most interest- 
ing is one they passed through in Wrens, 
a small town in that county. In going 
into town they met a Presbyterian mer- 
chant named W. J. Wrens. He was 
asked to allow the Elders the privilege 
of addressing the people from the school 
or church house; but instead of obtain- 
ing the use of either, they were told 
that there the people were Christians and 
civilized, as well. This excluded Mor- 
mons from their pulpits. | 

In proof of their claims as Christians, 
the merchant said that if any attempt 
was made to preach in that town a pro- 
test would be entered by him which 
would be effective. The Elders, however, 
considered their rights, and having an 
opportunity of preaching from the porch 
of a store through the kindness of u 
merchant, they accepted it and gave out 
notice of their intended services. 

Mr. Wrens was not abashed, but went 


| to work and organized a mob of about 


twelve men. They then called on the 
merchant who dared to be liberal, and 
warned him against harboring “Mor- 
monism.” But the latter did not be- 
lieve in trampled justice, so he averred 
his loyalty to freedom and upheld the 
Elders. While parleying thts, the breth- 
ren came up and upon learning of the 
state of affairs, deemed it wisdom to al- 
low the ruffians their usurped authority. 

After the Elders left the mob gathered 
about their leader, adjourned to the 
church house and offered up thanks that 
the Lord had given them strength to 
organize a sufficient force to drive off 
two defenseless Mormons who threat- 
Christ. 


Elder F. B. Fr., 


of East Tennessee Conference, resides in 
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MILLENMIAL STARLINGS. 

More.—By letter from Salt Lake City 
we are informed that Mrs. Thomas, wife 
of our well known citizen, R. K. Thom- 
as, is also en route for the mother coun- 
try (if not landed), with their accom- 
plished daughter, Miss Katie Thomas, al- 
so Ethel aged 11, and Master Kendall 
Thomas aged 9. We bid them all wel- 
come, and hope their visit to the mother 
country, if full of surprises, may also be 
full of pleasant associations, and happy 
memories on their final return. 

Returned. President James L. Me- 
Murrin returen to 42 on the 13th inst., 
after an absence of between three and 
four weeks. During that time he attend 
ed conferences in Newcastle, Glasgow, 
Belfast and Accrington. All were pleased 
to welcome him back. t 

Elder A. Wootton met President Mc- 
Murrin in Belfast, and returned with 
him through Scotland to Accrington. 

On Tuesday, President H. W. Nais- 
bitt left for Bristol for a few days, from 
where he will go to Birmingham to at- 
tend conference there. 


On Tuesday, June 6, we received a 
e bearing the Newcastle postmark, 
Zu 


containing £10, with a request that £5 
of e be donated to the two Armenian 
brethren in London, and the remainder 
forwarded to the Turkish Mission, for the 
assistance of the Saints in that land. 
We need not eulogize; the gift itself tes- 
tiftes to the charitable nature and Christ- 
like spirit of the donor. The Lord has 
said, through one of His inspired ser- 
vants, Cast thy bread upon the waters: 
for thou shalt find it after many days,“ 
and we assure our anonymous correspond- 
ent that in the Lord’s own due time it 
shall return unto him an hundredfold. 


“Come one, Come all.“ —Zion is surely 
going to be well represented in the 
world's metropolis this season. We have 
letters waiting for Professor Talmage, 
who created so profound an impression 
by his lectures in prominent cities last 
year, and for Mrs. Susie Y. Gates. We 
are expecting also Mrs. Lucy B. Young, 
mother of Mrs. Gates, and possibly that 

indefatigable exponent of woman's 
rights, Mrs. Emeline B. Wells. Mrs. 
Jessie Knight, the mother of our high- 
ly appreciated lady missionary, Miss Inez 
Knight, is expected, besides Miss Clara 
Holbrook and Miss Josephine Booth 
from Provo, who are appointed as lady 
missionaries, and there is a rumor that 
our gifted friend, Mrs. Lydia D. Adler, 
will be among the stars of the coming 


galaxy. 

Mrs. Wm. P. Jennings and her grand- 
daughter, Miss Lucille Jennings, are al- 
so in London from Paris, and then Mrs. 
Wm. Sanders and her daughter, Mrs. 
Harold Jennings, is with Brother Jen- 
nings now in the London Conference. 


The St. Louis Christian Evangelist of 
February 9, 1899, has the following elab- 
orate plea for the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 


RESTRICTED CHRISTIANITY. 


The Ideal of the New Testament No 
_ Longer the Standard of Churches 


“No one can fail to be impressed in 
reading the New Testament with the 
high conception which the inspired wri- 
ters possessed of the divine fullness and 
completeness of the Christian system. 
There is a wealth of language and imag- 
ery employed to exalt Christ and the ful- 
ness of salvation in Him that would 
seem, in our modern times, to border on 


| the extravagant. To these writers it 


would seem that through Christ the very 
gates of heaven has been opened to men, 
and that those who accepted Him and 
His. proffered salvation already had citi- 
zenship in heaven. They had fellowship 
with God the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Son, and with the Holy Spirit the Com- 
forter. By means of prayer heaven’s 
richest treasures were accessible, and in 
union with Christ the believer could ac- 
complish all things. 

It must be confessed that we have al- 
‘lowed this high ideal of Christianity to 
be modified, restricted and impoverished, 
until it appears to be a very different 
thing from that, which the first Christ- 
ians enjoyed, described and commended 
to the world. In the first place, we have 
limited much of. the divine power of 
which we read in the New Testament to 
the apostolic age, and have marked it 
“miraculous.” In this way we have 
sought to harmonize the difference be- 
tween the marvellous achievements 
wrought by the first generation of Christ- 
ians and the meagreness of results now 
in the great body of the church. An- 
other tendency has been to limit the 
scope of Christianity to a mere section 
of human interests, which we call spir- 
tual, ruling out the whole realm of man’s 
material wants as belonging to a differ- 
ent category. In the early age of the 
church this does not seem to have been 
the case. Christianity was supposed to 
be an. antidote for every ill, and Christ 
was Savior of the bodies as well as of the 
souls of men. Another class of thinkers 
have sought to eliminate the supernatural 
from Christianity and reduce it to a 
purely human plane. As a result of all 
this philosophizing, tampering and trim- 
ming, we have an emasculated Christian- 
ity as it is received in the minds of a 
larger number of the professed Christ- 
ian people of today. | 

“The. result of this process is seen in 
the numberless substitutes or off-shoots 
of Christianity which have sprung up in 
modern times to meet certain real or 
fancied needs, as sprouts grow up about 
the trunk of an unhealthy tree. We be- 
lieve that many of these modern relig- 
ious organizations, including the various 
schools of ‘divine healing,’ ‘faith cure,’ 
and ‘Christian Science,’ are to be attrib- 
uted to our inpoverished and emascula- 
ted Christianity. Men instinctively feel 
that Christianity as taught by the differ- 
ent diversions of the church does not 
meet the demands of the New Testament, 
nor answer to all the needs of the human 
heart and body, and they have sought to 
remedy this difficulty in such movements 
as those to which we have referred. No 
doubt many of the advocates of these 
movements carry their theories to hurt- 
ful extremes and give an undue empha- 
sis to the healing of bodily ills as com- 
pared with the needs of the soul. And 
yet, it must be confessed that these needs 
are very real, and that if Christianity has 
nothing to offer for them, we must not 
be surprised to see men looking elsewhere 
for relief. In our judgment, after much 
reflection upon the subject, the only rem- 
edy for these extreme theories and hurt- 
ful tendencies is a return to the fullness 
of divine life and power which Christ- 
ianity possessed in its original purity. 
Much more can be accomplished by 
prayer than many of us have yet dreamed 
of, we are in much closer connection with 
God and with the spiritual world than 
many seem to suppose. We have not a 
doubt that if Christians of today were 
to put away their worldliness, their skep- 
ticism, cleanse themselves from all im- 


purities and consecrate themselves to the 


service of God, we should still see mighty 
wonders upon earth, and such marvels 
of power as would be most convincing to 
the skeptics of our day. As long as we 
are compelled to point men back 1900 
years for unmistakable tokens of God’s 
power and presence in the world, our 
Christian life will be lacking in eviden- 
tial value. We believe God is working in 
the world today if we only had faith to 
disern it, and we believe He is able and 
willing to accomplish wonderful things 
through His church now if we would put 
away our carnarity, our strife, our con- 


tentions, our idle speculations, and fol- 


low Jesus Christ in singleness of heart 
and purpose. | 
“These are not words of fanaticism. 
We are not pleading for any new pre- 
tense or claim of modern miracle-work- 
ing, nor are we seeking to apologise for 
any such movements that exist. We are 
pleading for the restoration of primitive 
Christianity in fact as well as in form, 
in power as well as in theory. We be- 
lieve this is what the world needs. It is 
in the exact line of the historic plea of 
our fathers to restore to the world a 
purer, a simpler, a diviner, a more ef- 
fective and resistless Christianity than 
that in the modern church. And this 
must be realized before the world is con- 
quered for Christ. 


A WORD FOR THE MORMONS. 


By Theodore W. Curtis, Boston. 

The spirit of religious persecution does 
not belong to an haic and vanished 
past; it still embroils neighborhoods and 
embitters national life,, gags the press 
and poisons the founts of literature. In 
this republican land, sectarian jealousy 
and ecclesiastical ambition kindle their 
baleful fires; here a union of church and 
state still exists, which large bodies of 
Christians make use of for their own ad- 
vantage under pretense of the publie 
good. The newspapers recently reported 
a convention of the clergy in and about 
Boston, at which resolutions were passed 
asking for “the recognition of Jesus 
Christ as King and Lawgiver in the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and the 
acknowledgment of Almighty Go and 
His will as revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
ture as the court of final appeal.” And 
it is from the ranks of this class of re- 
formers that the material has been 
drawn for the Anti-Polygamy League, 
recently formed to prevent a congicss- 
man-elect of Utah from taking his seat, 
and “to give Mormonism a setback,” as 
frankly stated. Col. T. W. Higginson, 
in giving his reasons for declining the 
invitation to join the league, shows plain- 
ly that he thinks its charges are not 
based on ascertained facts, and that the 
movement bears the ear-marks of secta- 
rian hate; and he asks _pertinently 
enough, “whose turn will it be next?“ 
But such courageous utterances in such 
matters are like angels’ visits, few and 
far between. President Eliot, of Har- 
vard college, which has on its roster sci- 
ons of Mormon households, after a visit 
to the home of the Rocky Mountain 


Saints, saw a resemblance between the 


faith and the fate of the Mormon and 


those of the Puritan, as others of candid 


intelligence had done before him, and his 
conduct was at once made the subject of 
animadversion by press and pulpit. 
Cultured New Englanders, preud of 
their descent from the Puritan stock, iove 
to dwell on the virtues and sufferings of 
those refugees from old-world intoler- 
ance, and condone and minimize the big- 
otries and cruelties of what is called the 
Puritan commonwealth; and any sugges- 
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